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Are You
LacieW:

1’ F vou are Interested In the present great war
and the talk of proparednoss that !s agitat-
Ing €0 many Americans, do you happen to know
what Is the battle flag of that country?
1f you bave pletured the flests of that natlon
sweoping onward to final victary In some Ereat
climax, you surs that you also visualize
the rizlit ensign that will be fiying when the

are

ghips go down?
Possibly you have drawn some Image, men-

enamios

tally, of a flag of gorgeous hue foating over

the vessels you read mbout in the poapers as

having won or lost victories, elther in the North

Sea, off the coast of Chile or at the Falkland

Islands.
But dld that Image convey the fact that the

color of the most Important battle

prevailine

1 the present struggle wons white?

g5 In
White hns always heen regarded as tha em-
blem of surrender, when applied to a flag.

Yet, when seen from a distance of 1ittle more

than one mile, the German, the Britlsh and the
Russian battle dags on naval vessels glve the
impression of belpg white with an indi=tinet
wle on their foce. The Japanese flag, with
Ita rising sun, at an cqual distance neerr- llke
a dingy drab,

Yet so a noed nre spectators ta the bril-
Hance ! rof military pageants on land,
degizuod to Le ylewed at short range, that they
full to realize that the same emblems under
which the grimmest battles are fought at sea,
are of a predominating white {n color

ur own Amderican Mag, which Is the same
ther It Mea over warships or merchant ves-
Bels, doubtless haa caused this Impression

wmong our cllizens Possibly comparatively
few in our population would recogniza our cus-
tams Hag If they saw It, Lut as that 1 not a
batile flag It euts o fgure here It may be re-
marked, however, that the stripea run up and

down the tlag !nstead of along Its langth, wnd
that the corner contalng o black Amerlean eagle
blzck stars on & whits ground,

with thirteen

Instead of the familiar blue ground, with a star

for every state, such as flles over Uncle Sam's

merchiantmen and warships
- - -

Battle Flags Not Recognized
P'.":-‘HIHI.Y many readers may recall at a St
winter the performance
onas of

Louls thaiter last

of a Japanese Jugegler and magiclan,
whose tricks was the production of a number of
natlonul flags of different nations from a box,
npparently empty, that he had put together on
the The
the war sympathy that was appoarent In faclions
of the sudience caused him to be warnily ap-

FlAEe act wns nol especially new, but

plauded

01t cotirse, hie worked up his dramatic climax
to the end, when he luld oul the .american flag.
But, at 1o producs
fngs of other empty

the outset, ho commenced

natlons, seemingly from

2

YELLOW

RED

YELLOW

RED

YELLOW

tll he produced the Amerlcan flag, whi

his act to &8 rousing olinns

the two Nags h the speciator nn

Yet
the

enthused over were merchant mprine flags

of the British and German governments, while

the battle fervor of most of those present  did
not ssam to appreciate that the Nags with white
Erounds were the actunl battle flags of Great

Britain and the German Emplre

Japanese Children Know

O5SIBLY that supercllious smlla of the pear-

former was caused by the roflection. In his
Nipponese mind, that no school child back In
old Japan would ever mistalte the battle Nag

of his country—white, with the rising sun im-

THEN
WHAT
IS THIS?

of the fact, the brighter and more striking col-
oring of many merchant flags of the grest na-
tlone, as compared to the battle flag, may have
besn A matter of conven{ence—for more ready
Identification nt sea.

Tho=a who wlitnessed the World's Falr Han-
dicap, run in St, Louls during 1904, can prob-
ably recall o ease of how colors that were strik-
Ing at close range became Indistinguishables
acroes the Infleld. This was the case of the
Thomas colors on Hermis, winner of the Sub-
urban Hondicap of that vear, who was sent
Waent especially to win the falr event, but who
only got second place.,

Announcement was made In the papers that
one of the women members of the Thomas fam-
ily had selacted the colors. They were ateel
gray and pink, and doubtless at some tims
had made a favorable Impression In =ome lady's
gown, When Hermls was chasing down thae
back stretch. however, they an Indis-
tingulshable blur U'nless thosa following the
fortunes of Hermls had watched his poslition
from the start, there was nothing to distinguish
hig ecoloras from two or three others In the fald
—the white with black stripes of Baker, for

wWare

ared For War
Ghlelladls

RED

Instance.
- -

instance of this

- A.\'

AND

pressed upon It in golden yellow—for the mer- In the center of the T whleh covers the
chant marine flag of the mikado’'s eountry, fac Mag, Is a 1 r whith tppear the
which is: also white, but has . a round ball of Germuan ol
reddish orange In the center. This {s supposed The It v bnitle: fag that flew over Ad-
to represent the sun withont Its rays mirnl Rojesventsky's flest when It went down
Exocept for the roval enslgn, which mav fly befora Togo, s white with a thin blua eross,
from the peak of n British admiral's ship (the Tunning from corner to corner of the snowy
fact that the battle flag now s holsted gt the feld—the Greek cross This naval flag has
atern of a vessel does nol prevent Its standard more white upon It than ¢ 1 of 1 other two
from being called the peak), the flag that would The Japaness o T i ligl 1 4 ul-
be flown In battle by an English vessel is chieily most whilie vh ny of tl il appear
whitee. On a whita ground s the red cross of over the horlzon, glasses | o to be used to
St. George and Ih the carner Is the red and blue Ish ti Kit A g nt oyt the
aquare which I8 one aof the British forms of il 1t I Lare e 1 i » light
Unlon Jack, Just as one of our own forms of i i fn hite t t it s s
this flag Is the blus starry corner from the S'o0 at a dista 2 A
American natlonal flag.
The German battle flag, that went down When An :ldvertfsing _]O)'l.’(.’
Admiral von Spee's ships were sunk near the F course, who pliture aur own Amerlcan
Falkland Islands, after they had previovsly O banner f ring abo arship, we nat-
urally think of lts colors, w h.are unmistalk-
able ot a far groater distance than any other
AND important national emblem enn Be recognized
Yet about the nation whose flag would
T H ' S 9 live up to our vislons of gorceous coloring and
Sl * that Is now involved in the present outbreak s

Epace, and to array them along o iable befors
him,

First came the familiar tricolor of France,
which was greeted with a round of fervent
clapping of hands; the Belglan red, blus and
yellow also recelved a sympathetic reception.
But when a red flag with the Eritish Union
Jack in the® corner and another tricolor, this
time red, white and black, were lald out, the
spectators of oppoaing sympathles vied with
each other In seeing which could make the most
“ nolse,

Then, with a sardonle smile, the juggler lald
out a whits flag with a red cross upon it and a
blue square in the upper corner; there wns poma
perfunctory applause by people who evidently
ald not want to seam to overlook n bet, but per-
plexity was indicated in the half-heartedness of
the band clsps. Another flag followed with
whits predominating In its colors even more—
this was a white ground with a blnek cross and
& corner in which red, black and white figured.
There was mors hesltating applause. The Jug-
Eler's stags effect sesmed to have been lost un.

Turkey!
The "blacdy i
our forefathers

of England, avout which

mndes foervent addresses {n revo-

lutlonury days, would be gazed st hlankly by tha

evernge American schoolboy who had never
seen Lhe batile emblem. The scarlet fiag of
Turkey, with its star and erestent, would coma
nearer his ldea of Britain's flag, becauxe, poasl-

Lly through =celng the Britlsh merchant morine

flag in pletures so often, he has confused red
with the battle color.
L]
sunk some ships of Admiral Craddock's squad- In fact, one advertising concarn gor out a

ron off the coast of Chile, Is g0 nearly white that
its black and red markings nre indistinct a
short distance away. On a pure white ground
is & black cross, with an upper corner nearest
the flag pole of black, whits and red, in that

WHITE

serles of colored plctures, which for artistle
effect moemed to represent the hopes of some
ambltious sign palnter, which purported to give
views of hattles In which the British fleet had

engaged.

Bad Mistake Almost Made

mistake,
probably having been designed In the old

YELLOW

due to - flag

RED

days when battleships maoved up alongside of
each other to exchange brondsides, was glven
in the Spunlsh-Ameriean war, immodiately aftar
the battls off Santiago, when Cervera’s flest and
fortunes went down befors the guns of Samp-
=0n s man.

The Oregon, was pursuing the fiying vesssls
when smoka was soon upon the horizon., Ad-
mirnl Sampson, who was following the other
ships In the crulser New York (now the Sara-
togal, and who was just renching a polnt oppo-
site the mouth of the harbor at the time, sig-

nnled to the bottleship Indiana to meet the
newoomer
The Indlana walched the oncoming vessel

carefully and Its ofMcers hecame convinesd that

it must be the battleship Pelayo, whiech rumor

the military
In battle bha-
an alming point for the an-

displayed at
wouldn't float

And prominently
masts—where they
cause of furnishing
red merchant flag of Eng.

emy's fire the

land,

was

Flags of Olden Days

I N the olden days, when battles were fought at
close
would frequently encamp Jjust beyond bowshot
tha art of heraldry was at Ita
highest point, To the Collegs of Heralds many
natlonal flags doubtless owe thelr markings.
The nrmorial bearings of those days were often
placed on ptandards and were readily discern-
able at the distance at which battles were
fought

Some of thess emblems, such as the one on the
while portion of the Austrian fing, might have
besn easlly recognizable {n the days when the
musket carrled scarcely further than the long
bow, but they cause considerable confusion
nowadays,

Full advantage of this fact is taken In the
present war by submarine commanders of both
sldes, who claim that they cannot distingulsh
between certaln flags, even on merchant ves-
sels.

Even In the days of coat armor, thero was
ona provislon of heraldry that was In dispute.
This was the matter of Imposing '"‘'metal upon
metal” Iin a coat of arms. Walter Scott makes
mentlon of this in “Ivanhoe,’”” as In the ap-
pendix to that work he explaine why he gave
the Knlght of the Fetterlock a coat of arms in
which one metallle design was shown over an-
other, ‘

Probably even at that early day, when bat-
hand to hand, confusion

range and when two hostile

of each other,

tling was so Iargely
could readily arlse by a coat of arms having
o sllver deslgn upon burnished melal of soms
other sort, which would be confused in the rays
of the sun.

Also, whila there Is no apparent Written proof

forces

order, with & Maltese Cross, like the Iron Cross s - - y
of Germany, superimposed at the lower edge. § 3

L 3 i ¢ No. 1—Spanish royal navy, or battle flag.

, \V"AT FLAG . 3 No. 2—Spanish mercantile marine.

7 : |s T;u ? ' No. 3—German imperial navy, or battle flag.

_ 8 5 /:. No. 4 —Imperial navy of Japan.
WHITE | /5 No. 5—German mercantile marine.

é—"?" J ¢ No.6—Japan mercantile marine,
. No. 7—Great Britain royal navy, white ensign, or battle flag.

No. 8—Russian imperial navy,

No. 9—Austria-Hungary imperial navy.

much of an {dentification at such ranges 1

- - L ] T
Old Glory Is the Plainest

AS has been said, the American flag can be
distingulshed at probably greater distances
than any other, as even the bright red of Tur-
key's flag !s apt to become confused with the
British merchant marine emblem ut long dise
tances,

Merritt C. Holley of Traverse City, Mich,, who
Is an expert on flags and who dellvers lectures
upon the asubject, sald that the colors of red,
white and blue were probably not chossn for
any especlal significance for our pre=ent na-
tional emblem, as they had already existed In
tha Washington coat of arms and the British
flag They almply werea selected hecausa thay
made the best combination of ecclors possibla,
The significance In our flag came in its stripes
for the thirteen original states and the stars
for each state

One of our early flagse, the "rattlesanalke flag,™
which was marked by a colled rattlesnake, even
had lettered Inscriptions upon it which would

not show to any great distance today.
L] L] -

Reporter Inspires New Flag
F* courss, salorles weave themselves about
every flag of natlonal reputation But
there Ie one about the flag of the Chineas Re-
publle, which may or may not be a lasting em-
blem, that the writer has never seen In print
As authority, the writer has T. J. Conely, fo#-
merly sergeant in Troop D of the Fourteenth
Cavalry, when that regiment was in thes Phlil-
ipplnes.
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had it was on the way mcrosa the Atlantle to
re-enforce Cervera's squadron.

The call to quarters ‘was blown, the range
was carefully teken and the men had actually
been glven the command “stand by" as a
preface to the command to fire, when {t wWas
discovered that the battle flag was that of Aus-
tria.

The Austrian flag 18 red, white, red, In three
divisions, with a coat of arms on the white
fleld. The Spanish flag was red, yellow, red,
Only the fact that battles were not opened at
such long ranges in thosa days prevented the
Indlana from letting the visitors have a broad-
elde, with following complications for Uncle
Sam.

It might be added that the red, white and
Bgrean of Italy could also be confused with sev-
eral other flags in which the tricolor predom-
Inates at the ranges at which battles are fought
nowadays. It will ba recalled that in the North
Sea battls, when the Bluecher was'sunk, the
visiting ralders wers Identified by means of
thelr structural deslgn, which distingulshed
them from English ships, and firing openad at
& range of nine and one-half miles.

The report of the Bluecher's medleal ofMcer,
Who was rescued, shows that, as his vessel had
lower military massts than those on the British
crulsers, the Britons were able to get the rango
first, as every additlonal helght above the sea
level glves just that much grester range of
viglon. And he said that the first shot which
hit the Bluecher, fired at extreme range and
plunging down from the sgky, came from a ll‘l’p.
they could not even see. ™lags -yould mnot be

It will be recalled that Dr. Sun Tat Yen's as-
sociates had opened quarters In Manila whils
organizing their republic. When their move-
ment seemed successfil, an Ameriean nowspas-
per man on ths Manila Cable-News Amerlean,
called at the office meeking Information. They
told him they were considering a flag.

Just outslds tho windows, In Manlla Bay, tha
Sheridan and Thomas were lying, both of them
United States transports, In 1811, when the
Chinese rebelllon was well under wany, Ameri-
cAn War vessels as well as transports {n tropleal
waters were painted white, The prevalling col-
or of smokestacks and masts were o lght buff
or yellow, with a black bank around tha top of
the smokestacks,

To distinguish a transport, a red, whits and
blus hand is still painted around their stacks
This left a black band of equal width In the
markings, upon the buff-colorsd funnal.

Conely, who accompanied the reportor, says
that the Iatter pointed out of the window at the
ships.

“"There's a striking enocugh color combina-
tion,” he sald, “those bands In just that order.”

One month later, the five-striped Chinese Ra-
public flag was laurched with bands of black,
red, white, blue and yellow upon It. They ran
In the same order as upon the funnels of an
American army transport, It s possible, ns was
formally announced at tha time, that each stripe
represents & differont dlvislon of China—black
standing for Manchurla and vellow for Mongo-
lia, for Instancs. But the oddity of the design

and the fact that it follows the order of mark-
ings on the stacks of our vessels is a colncl-
dence. at least.

or battle flag.
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